Page 4 ¢ Jan. 22 - Feb. 4, 2011 » Evergreen Times

Page 1 of 1

CommunityCloseUp

Evergreen
Times

Jeanne Carbone
(405) 494-7000 ex. 216

[t XIS e Com

Executive Editor

Jeff Baham

(405) 494- 7000 ex 202

raphics tmesmediang com
Arl Direclor

Jamie Eidschun

(408) 494-7000

CVRRNCS DIMSTHINC. COM
Graphic Artist

Lorraing Gabbert
Senior Stall Writer

Paige Brown
Stall Writer

Candy Richter

(40) 494 FO00 2225
canyRimesamesanc com

Associale Publisher

Sandy Bellou
(408 494-T000
Chief Financial Dificer

Wilifam Bellou
Publisher/CEQ

Copyright © 2011 Times
Meatka, fnc. AN rights reserved.

New Year, new challenges, new opportunities

By Councilmember Rose Herrera
Special to the Times
very New Year, I like to take time to
Epa use and reflect on c\, n:s ll\mushout
2010 that I consider s

First and foremost, itl's bl. 1 my honor o
represent District 8 on the San
José City Council for the past
two vears. | am extremely proud
of the work we have accom-
plished including maintaining
City services, balancing the
City's budget, and moving for-
ward at the speed of business.
Overall, it has been an amazing
two years, and I'm excited about
what the future holds, both for
the city and District 8.

With that said, we cannot
overlook th renl economic
situation that is affecting us very
deeply. 1 am happy to say, how-
ever, that last year's initiatives
will seed this vear's progress.

Last year, we closed a record $118 million
budget deficit. Though it required tough
decisions, reorganized service delivery and
reductions in emplovee compensation for
many of our employee groups, these meas-
ures helped to preserve services. The most
significant accomplishment was moving for-
ward pension reform. Thanks to the volers’
passage of m ires V & W: we have the
apportunily o gel San José back on track for
long term fiscal sustainability.

Getting City Hall on track means helping
the economy get back on track, The mayor
appointed me to chairman of the Community
and Economic Development Committes. [
look forward to the challenges it brings. 1 will
focus on job growth for San José for both new
and existing businesses. There are opportuni-
ties for job growth in Evergreen as well. The
mayor supported my vision of an Evergreen
Innovation Corridor which will help to iden-
tify economic development opportunities in
Evergrean.

My experience as an entreprencur has
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served me well. The council passed my pro-
posal to stop pulting public money into a
venture capitol fund that was losing money
and instead use the money to spur job
growth. This change freed up money to close
a major deal 1o bring Maxim Integrated
Product: d its 2,200 employees
to San Jos

Bringing new retail and invig-
orating  existing  retail  to
Evergreen is one of my goals.
h\cmrecn Village Square has
ng onling that will

ths- community and
secure its future. I was very
pleased to learn the City

Librarian chose the Square for
the new Southeast Branch
Library. [ am proud to report that
finalizing the land pur-
chase for the library. As an
anchor tenant, it will bring much
needed foot traffic to the Square.
And increased foot traffic is one
of the indicators a future grocer will need to
be successful here.

And speaking of traffic! Traffic relief is on
the way. Highway 101/Tully has broken
ground. The $23.5 million project is under-
way and scheduled to be completed in the

winter of 2012.

I confidently say that our community and
our city are moving forward in the right
direction. These are just a few examples of
the: progress that is being made despite many
challenges. Community building is a partner-
ship and we have many strong partners
throughout Evergreen.

The District 8 Community Roundtable,
neighborhood associations, and neighbor-
hood watch meetings are all ways the city,
my office, and community members are
working together.

It's a new vear with another budget deficit
and more tough decisions to make. Despite
the challenges we face, we must continue to
move forward with one common goal to
maintain our quality of life for our communi-
ty and our city. Together, we can work on the

I look forward to representing you on the
City Council for another year. My staff is
commilted to helping vou in any way we pos-
sibly can. Please, do not hesitate to contact
my office at (408) 535-4908 or district8@ san-
joseca.gov with any questions or concerns
vou may have.

Sign up for the District 8 newsletter!
wwu-_sm1iosm‘.a.30\-,-"(lislr[uli:.

n Jan. 11, Supervisor Dave Cortese
O\\'us appointed the President of the
Santa Clara County board of supervi-
sors by a unanimous vote, As part of the
duties of the president, Cortese will set the
new directions that the county will take in
2011 to improve the quality of life for resi-
dents. Santa Clara County is home to almost
two million residents, spread across 15 cities,
with an annual budget of over $4 billion.
"I am honored to be chosen to serve as the
president of the Board,” said Cortese. "Despite
the difficulties of the economy and the state

Supervisor Cortese appointed president of the board

budget, I think there are opportunities for the
county to make a great impact in our local
economy and for children and families and 1
loak forward to working with everyone to
make it happen.”

As is the duty of the president of the Board,
Cortese will be presenting the annual State of
the County address on Tuesday, Jan. 25 at
11:30 a.m. at the County Government Center,
70 W. Hedding, St., San Jose.

For more information, contact

Blomaquist at (408) 299-5030.

Steven
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Lettersitoithe Editor

Prolect Social Securily

and Medicare

Editor,

Social Security and Medicare are
funded not by Congress or by
national debt, but by us, as workers

and as employers.

Emplovees and emplovers both
pay inte Social Security and
Medicare by payroll taxes deducted
from their pay. Employers pay twice,
matching withheld payroll taxes

from their personal compensation
and from the employees’ paychecks.,

These funds are not part of the
national debt, and they are the
property and right of the people.
They are not up-for-grabs by a

greedy and unreasonable Congress.
Ask your senators and representa-
tives to please protect Social
Security and Medicare,

Carter V. Multz, MD

Evergreen
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Have an opinion?
Let the Evergreen Times hear from you! Send

your feffers fo Managing Editor Jeanme Carbone at
Jjeanne@iimesmediainc.com or via postal mail fo:

1310 Tuily Road, Ste. 112, San Jose, CA 85122
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group devoted fo the accurate and balanced reporting of events that affect
your community. We are recognized af both ihe local and stale levels for our objectivity, aNowing policy decision makers o con-
Iribete editorial material, yel maintaining our right to disagree. We engage in civic journaliem, recognizing thal newsgathening
{5 strengthened when we include ai segmenls of Society. e promale soum‘ economic development, well researched planning,
Iransparent governmen, cuitural diversity, quality i
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